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                                                                                              Tiggers Childcare Centre & Kindergarten  

895 Toorak Road, Camberwell 3124  

Tiggers Childcare Centre & Kindergarten  
 

CENTRE MANAGER NEWS 
 
As we get closer to the end of the year there are many things to 
be organised. During the Christmas period a lot of children and 
staff have holidays from Tiggers. As we will have less children we 
will be doing more family grouping. W e will be family grouping 
the Baby & Toddler rooms together, the YPK & OPK Rooms & the 
ELC will most likely stay up in the ELC. If the ELC doesnôt have 
many children they may come down and join the YPK/OPK 
children, but at this stage it looks as though the y will be in their 
room. There may be different staff working with your child, but 
all of the staff at the centre know all of the children so even if 
you havenôt seen them in your childôs room your child will know 
who they are. At the start of 2012 we will  be moving children into 
their new rooms. If you are unsure of where to go on any day 
just ask the staff and they will be able to help you.  
 
We have nearly decided which rooms all of the staff will be 
working in next year. As soon as we have this confirmed we will 
let you know. But just remember that sometimes the staffing 
arrangements do change depending on the needs of the centre. 
Della 
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Centre Availability for 2012 
Below are the days currently available, however we are 
contacting families on the wait list.   
 

Room/ 
Days  

Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  

Baby 
Bilbies  

     

Wombat 
Room  

     

Turtle 
Room  

     

Gumnut 
Room  

*  *  *    

Early Learning 
Centre      *  
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EARLY YEARS LEARNING FRAMEWORK  

The majority of the staff at Ti ggers have now attended a training 
session on the Early Year Learning Framework (EYLF).The Early Year 
Learning Framework has been introduced by the government and all 
childcare centres, kindergartens & out of school hours care services 
need to comply by the 1 st January 2012. The staff at Tiggers have 
always done a fantastic job with the programs offered to the children. 
They were feeling a little daunted by the EYLF & the new terminologies 
used, but now they have attended training sessions they can see that 
they are already doing a lot of what is required and need to make 
some minor adjustments. 

A big part of t he EYLF is incorporating a lot more input from families 
into the program we offer . We encourage families to offer input into 
our program, this could be just letting us know what you did on the 
weekend, a family event, holiday, people visiting or something that you 
would like us to focus on.  

We will also be offering children a more relaxed routine during the day. 
This will allow children to continue with an activity they have just 
started or are really interested in rather than packing up to get ready 
for morning tea at 9.30am because that is what our routine timetable 
says. 

We are also focusing a lot on offering children a natural environment 
and talking to children about sustainability. We are very fortunate to 
have magnificent outdoor play areas at Tiggers but we are working on 
these to introduce a lot more variety. In the big yard t he staff have all 
been working really hard. We have started to make a digging patch for 
the children where they will be able to dig in the dirt and construct 
some great things, we have also started on a dry riverbed. The staff 
have a lot more wonderful ide as so we look forward to seeing these 
come to fruition.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Important Upcoming Events for Nov ember  
Thursday 10 th  November ï PJ Day  
Come along to Tiggers dressed in your PJôs today 

 
Tuesday 22 nd  November ï Space Day  
Today we will be looking at space with the children  
 
Monday 5 th  December ï Dress -up Day  
Everyone can come to Tiggers dressed-up today 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews ï Dates to be confirmed  
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
 

Babies Room ï Wednesday 7th December at 3.30pm 
Toddler Room ï Thursday 8th December at 3.15pm 

Younger Pre-kinder/Turtle Room ï Tuesday 13th December at 2.30pm 
Older Pre-Kinder/Gumnut Room ï Wednesday 14th December at 2.30pm 

Early Learning Centre ï Thursday 15th December at 3.00pm 
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BABY BILBIES ROOM NEWS  

 
This month we have celebrated events such as the Animal Farm and it 
was great to see the children interact with the animals on a positive 
level. While some children were more hesitant they were still able to 
have positive interactions with the animals at a distance. We have also 
been creative by decorating our very own hats for the Melbourne Cup, 
which looked fantastic! 
 
Christmas is just around the corner so we have been practising our 
Christmas songs and started to do some Christmas art work. The 
Babies Christmas concert will be held on Wednesday 7th December at 
3.30pm. Please feel free to bring friends & family along for the concert.  
 
As many parents are aware the staff in the babies room have been 
transitioning some of the children from cots to bed mattresses. This is 
to prepare the children for next year in the Toddler & Younger Pre -
kinder rooms. It is taking time for the children to adjust to their new 
found freedom & space, but weôre getting there. 
 
Special milestones in the room;  
 
¶  Rory is walking! Ellen informed staff that he took his first steps 

at home 

¶ Isabelle is sitting up! She is very happy to be sitting and being 
able to engage in more activities & socializing more with her 
peers. 

 
After a long month of being on holidays Anjali will be returning on the 
14th November. Mila has also returned from a month in Serbia visiting 
family, sheôs learnt some new Serbian words that she has been sharing 
with us. 
 
The children have been very busy investigating and exploring the insect 
table & turtles. Demonstrating social play with the hairdr essing & the 
doll house. Reflecting on quiet time with our brand new bean bags and 
the main attraction that the children are really enjoying at the moment 
is the train table.  
 
Warm weather is now upon us so please remember a labelled hat for 
your child & some spare clothes as water play will be more frequent.  
 
 
Regards, 
Sara , Laura and Lisa 
 
 

           

 
STAFF PROFILE  

 
 
Name:  Intan Abas 
 
 
Position at Centre:   
Assistant covering staff 
breaks 
 
Favourite Food:   
Char Kuey Teow (fried 
flat rice noodles) 
 
Last Book you Read:   
Game of Thrones 
 
 
What do you do in 
your Free Time:   
Read, hang out with 
friends, bake, learn new 
things & taking photos  
 
Favourite Colour:   
Blue & Yellow 
 
 
What music are you 
listening to at the 
moment:   
Good music on my iPod 
 
 
A special skill that you 
are good at:   
Baking 
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WOMBAT ROOM NEWS  

 
Well with only 8 weeks left until Christmas we are busy organising the 
children's port folios, starting on our Christmas artwork and al so sorting 
out our special Christmas presents so this is keeping us very busy in 
the toddler room.  
 
For the last couple of weeks we have been working with the children to 
increase their very capable independent skills. This means that we have 
begun introducing the children to the toileting processes, we are using 
cups at meal times and before going outside the children are putting 
on their own sunscreen (with some assistance of course). It is amazing 
to see how fast the children are growing and how each of  them are 
building their own little personalities.  
 
As the weather is slowing getting warmer we are spending more time 
outside enjoying the sun and working on larger gross motor skills with 
the use of bikes, a-frames and balls. The sandpit and swings are 
defiantly a favourite among the children and they are beginning to 
understand the process of turn taking and sharing. Can you please 
remember to send your child with a sun hat that is clearly labelled to 
avoid any confusion. 
 
For those that are unaware we have a student Michelle joining us in 
the toddler Room. Michelle is currently studying her Master of Teaching 
(Early Childhood) at Deakin University and will be with us for a total of 
five weeks. So far Michelle has been great at helping to develop 
activities that challenge the childrenôs capabilities. As part of her 
assessment Michelle will be required to take over the running of the 
room and will be in charge of the daily activities. I hope that you will 
help us in making Michelle feel welcome and feel free to go up and ask 
her any questions that you may have. 
 
As always take care and talk to you shortly 
Toddler Room 
Kylie, Maggie and Lish 
 

      
 

     

 
STAFF NEWS 

 
Liz will be leaving us on 
the 30th November. Liz 

has resigned from 
Tiggers as she is going 

to be spending an 
extended time travelling 
overseas. We have all 

really enjoyed having Liz 
with us here at Tiggers 
and wish her all of the 

best. 
 

 
 
 

DONôT FORGET: 
 

All children need to bring 
a sunhat to Tiggers. 

From the start of 
September children are 

required to wear a 
sunhat as per our sun 
smart policy. Please 

ensure your childôs hat is 
a broad brimmed hat or 
legionnaireôs style cap. 

 
 

 
 

Accreditation 
Update  

The National Quality 
System is currently still 
in draft form but it is 
planned that it will 

commence in centres 
throughout Australia next 

year. 
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TURTLE ROOM NEWS 
 
This past month has been filled with creativity as we head closer to the 
end of the year and begin our Christmas preparations by learning 
Christmas songs for our concert and making gifts. 
 
The Christmas party will be held on Tuesday December 13th at 2.30pm. 
An invitation for each family can be found in the Turtle room, if you 
could RSVP and return the form that would be greatly appreciated.  
 
In recent weeks, staff and children have put together a digging patch 
and other sections including a sensory path, creek bed and bamboo 
forest.  The goals of these learning environment with partnership of the 
óEarly Years Frameworkô program plan and our philosophy follow: 
Á To provide a outdoor learning environment that enhances the 

childrenôs sensory perceptions leading to new cognitive 

development. 

Á To actively extend the childrenôs symbolic and imaginative play 

through both spontaneous and scaffolded opportunities.  

Á To have the children express themselves through language that 

is generated by social interactions in the outdoor area.  

Á To promote the childrenôs confidence and self identity as they 

explore and discover through their play.  

The creating of a natural outdoor learning environment was firstly to 
provide different sensory stimuli and experiences creating opportunities 
to connect with natu re through exploration of the textures, colours, 
shapes and characteristics of natural materials. Secondly play 
opportunities with natural materials in an environment the children can 
manipulate and change to meet their own play needs. Children are 
active enquiring learners who need to discover, explore and interact 
with their environment to learn stimulate the senses and give the 
children a natural play space rich in organic materials that research 
supports as having multiple values for the childrenôs learning. The 
natural outdoor environment will provide open -ended opportunities for 
play and subsequently introduce new language and concepts to the 
children. This will be fostered and scaffolded through my level of 
involvement as different opportunities present themselves.   
With sadness, Liz will be leaving the team at Tiggers on the 30 th of 
November to travel and pursue a different pathway. We wish her all 
the best for her future. She will be sadly missed by children families 
and staff. 
 
A big happy birthday to Max, Alexandra and Jake who will be turning 
three in the months of November. Within our room we have set up 
different area that focus on providing new and varied play experiences 
which the children freely move between while learning through their 
own play. Developing concepts, physical and social skills through play 
experiences such as home corner, slime, play dough, building and 
water play. These experiences are modified on a regular basis to 
consolidate and extend skills. 

STAFF ANNUAL LEAVE 
 

It is that time of the year 
when many staff have 

booked for annual leave. 
If you know you are 

going to be away during 
the Christmas Holiday 
period, please let us 

know so that I can give 
ore staff annual leave. 

 
The following staff have 

annual leave booked: 
 

Laura - Monday 12th 
December ï Friday 6th 

January 
 

Steph - Thursday 22nd 
December ï Friday 30th 

December 
 

Gemma - Wednesday 
28th December ï Friday 

13th January 
 

Veronica - Wednesday 
28th ï Friday 30th 

December 
 

Kylie - Wednesday 28th ï 
Friday 30th December 

 
Alisha ï Wednesday 28th 
December ï Friday 6th 

January 
 

Maggie ï Wednesday 
28th ï Friday 30th 

December 
 

Eileen ï Tuesday 3rd 
January ï Friday 13th 

January 
 

Irene ï Wednesday 1st 
February ï Friday 24th 

February 
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The children are showing more independence and responsibility for 
Cinderella and Repunzel as they have access to their cage at all times. 
They collect the eggs, feed and play with Cinderella and Repunzel 
throughout the day opening the doors themselves. This furthers 
confidence, cognition, fine motor and social development.  

As we are a Sun Smart centre we are reminding you that all children 
need to wear a hats and sunscreen. If your child doesnôt have a hat at 
the centre please remember to bring one along because unfortunately 
NO HAT PLAY IN SHADE.  

Please remember to bring in a summer hat if it has been taken home 
as the weather is starting to warm up. The children will be playing 
outdoors more using water, slime and mud so please remember to pack 
a couple of changes of clothes that can get messy, so that your child 
can explore, investigate and discover.  

Lots of children have started toilet training so if your child is showing 
signs that he/she is ready please inform one of the room staff. Signs 
children show when they are ready to start toilet training are:  

¶ Age  ï your child needs to be between 18 months and three 
years before they are mature enough to recognise the urge to use the 
toilet.  
¶ Interest  ï your child expresses curiosity in watching others go 
to the toilet. Although this might se em embarrassing at first, itôs 
actually helpful to the child if they can see parents or older siblings 
using the toilet.  
¶ Dryness  ï their nappy stays dry for up to two hours, showing 
they are able to store urine in the bladder. For example, their nappy 
may be dry when they wake up from their afternoon nap.  
¶ Nappy issues  ï they may tell you they hate wearing nappies, 
or else try to take them off themselves, particularly after soiling them.  
¶ Awareness  ï your child can tell you theyôre pooing or weeing 
while theyôre doing it, or can tell you straight after. If they can tell you 
before it happens, they are definitely ready for toilet training.  
¶ Attention  ï they have the ability to sit in one position for two 
to five minutes.  

We have an open door policy and we are available to discuss any 
concerns. If you have any suggestions regarding the program we 
welcome your input through verbal communication and the family input 
sheets. 
 
 
Mel, Liz and Tanya 
     

    

Policy Review  
Our Holiday Fee Discount 

& Public Holiday policy 
has changed. I have 

attached this for you to 
read. Holiday discounts 
are now only able to be 

entered when you have a 
full week (pro -rata) away 

and can no longer be 
split into a day here and 

a day there. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Staff Meetings  
We hold regular staff 
meetings in order to 

maintain the best 
possible care 

environment for you, 
your child/ren and the 

centre staff.  




